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Born in Metz, Verlaine was educated at the Lycée Imperial
Bonaparte (now the Lychee Condorcet) in Paris and then took up
a post in the civil service. He began writing poetry at an early
age, and was initially influenced by the Parnassian movement
and its leader, Lecanto de Lisle. Verlaine's first published poem
was published in 1863 in La Revue du progress, a publication
founded by poet Louis-Xavier de Ricard. Verlaine was a
frequenter of the salon of the Marquise de Ricard (Louis-Xavier
de Ricard's mother) at 10 Boulevard des Batignolles and other
social venues, where he rubbed shoulders with prominent
artistic figures of the day: Anatole France, Emmanuel Chabrier,
inventor-poet and humorist Charles Cros, the cynical anti-
bourgeois idealist Villiers de lisle-Adam, Theodore de Banville,
Francois Cope, Jose-Maria de Heredia, Lecanto de Lisle, CA tulle
Mendes and others. Verlaine's first published collection, Poems
saturnine (1866),[3] though adversely commented upon by
Sainte-Beuve, established him as a poet of promise and
originality.
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Relationships with Rimbaud and Létinois

Plaque in Brussels
Paul Verlaine in 1893; photograph by Otto Wegener

Verlaine returned to Paris in August 1871, and, in September, received the first letter from Arthur Rimbaud, who
admired his poetry. Verlaine urged Rimbaud to come to Paris, and by 1872, he had lost interest in Mathilde, and
effectively abandoned her and their son, preferring the company of Rimbaud, who was by now his lover. Rimbaud and
Verlaine's stormy affair took them to London in 1872. In Brussels in July 1873, in a drunken, jealous rage, he fired two
shots with a pistol at Rimbaud, wounding his left wrist, though not seriously injuring the poet. As an indirect result of
this incident, Verlaine was arrested and imprisoned at Mons, where he underwent a re-conversion to Roman
Catholicism, which again influenced his work and provoked Rimbaud's sharp criticism.

The poems collected in Romances sans paroles (1874) were written between 1872 and 1873, inspired by Verlaine's
nostalgically coloured recollections of his life with Mathilde on the one hand and impressionistic sketches of his on-
again off-again year-long escapade with Rimbaud on the other. Romances sans paroles was published while Verlaine
was imprisoned. Following his release from prison, Verlaine again travelled to England, where he worked for some years
as a teacher, teaching French, Latin, Greek and drawing at William Lovell's school in Stickney in Lincolnshire.From there
he went to teach in nearby Boston, before moving to Bournemouth. While in England, he produced another successful
collection, Sages'. Verlaine returned to France in 1877 and, while teaching English at a school in Ethel, fell in love with
one of his pupils, Lucien Lutinoes, who inspired Verlaine to write further poems. Verlaine was devastated when Lutinoes
died of typhus in 1883.
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| do not love you except because | love you;
| go from loving to not loving you,

From waiting to not waiting for you

My heart moves from cold to fire.

| love you only because it's you the one | love;

| hate you deeply, and hating you

Bend to you, and the measure of my changing love for you
Is that | do not see you but love you blindly.

Maybe January light will consume
My heart with its cruel
Ray, stealing my key to true calm.

In this part of the story | am the one who
Dies, the only one, and | will die of love because | love you,
Because | love you, Love, in fire and blood.

How do | love thee? Let me count the ways.

| love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight

For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.

I love thee to the level of everyday's

Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.

| love thee freely, as men strive for Right;

I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise.

| love thee with the passion put to use

In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith.

| love thee with a love | seemed to lose

With my lost saints,—I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life! —and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.
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“Don’t be afraid to show yourself foolish
We must have freedom of thinking"

Anton Pavlovich Chekhov
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