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Genocide has changed geography and continues in Karabakh.
The Armenian Genocide happened 109 years ago. ( 1915 -1923 ) Why people
must not forget the tragedy.

David Muradian
The Milford Daily News

April 24th marks the 109th commemoration of the Armenian Genocide.
Our Armenian history is well documented, save for a select few who seem
to think that having a revisionist’s view of history somehow changes it.

On April 24, 1915, most Armenian doctors, educators,
writers, intellectuals, lawyers and community leaders
e %\\S}-}}s were rounded up and viciously killed or forced into
’_}% \ death marches. The massacre left more than 1.5

7’ t\» million Armenian dead from the actions of Young
i

A\
>~ Turk government members.
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Genocide throughout the world has had a profound effect, and there is no
doubt that this was a horrific incident, encased in a horrid part of history.
Unspeakable crimes, committed by undeserving-to-mention individuals, and
by a community and government who still to this day overwhelmingly denies
this history.

We must recognize the happenings of 109 years ago. Wounds heal, but scars
certainly remain. The healing process truly begins when all involved take
responsibility for their role. We will never be able to change what happened,
but we can all help with continuing to educate, so that history never repeats
itself.
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Armenian-Americans and human rights supporters must continue to teach
individuals of this history. We must take time to reflect and remember all of
our family and friends whose lives were taken. There is no mistake that we
have a dark cloud hanging over our heritage due to horrific actions from
others. However, we also have a ray of sunshine shining through, and that is
our successes and survival.
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As I walk through the grounds of my native land,
As I connect with the eyes of each waving hand,
I only know 1 thing, I'm still here

As I visit each memorial & pay tribute to the shrines,
As I1look at the faces of history's past crimes
I only know 1 thing, I'm still here

As they continue to deny 100 years of pain,
As they promote their lies & try to hide their shame,
I only know 1 thing, I'm still here

As they paint our lands with the blood of my brothers,
As they curse our name & the wombs of our mothers,
I only know 1 thing, I'm still here

14




As I wake & breath, & know that I'm still alive,
As I start my day with this declaration of life,
I only hope to remember 1 important thing,

We're still here
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APRIL 24, 1915
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"Life in concentration camps” - Armenian Genocide of 1915: | FRENCH !

Located on the left bank of the Euphrates, the Rakka camp could "only'" accommodate
twenty-five thousand deportees within its walls. In order to gain access to the city and
to be spared, it was necessary to pay enormous ‘“Bakshish'" or bribes in the order of
three gold pounds per person.

The survivors were mostly orphans or widows, sick, abandoned, exhausted or poor.
Here also reigned the same infection, the same pestilential smell of corpses and
excrement, which surrounded these abandoned beings subjected to extreme misery.
The old died, victims of famine or disease, while the new came to take their places.
The situation of the orphaned children was the most pitiful and heartbreaking, half-
naked, hands and feet covered in filth, faces flooded with black sores. They dragged
themselves in the market, the streets or the squares, while hunger devoured their
entrails like a worm. To survive they rummaged with their hands in the accumulated
garbage, the excrement of beasts of burden; they pecked them like hens and, after
extracting the barley grains, ate them... Orphelins dans le camp de concentration de Meskéné




Rakka was on the road to Deir-Zor, the final terminal of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide.

"La vie dans les camps de concentration » - Génocide des Arméniens 1915:
Via Antoine Bedrossian FB Page. Située sur la rive gauche de 1’Euphrate, le
camp de Rakka pouvait accueillir dans ses murs '"que" vingt-cinq mille
déportés. Déja pour avoir acces a la ville et étre épargnés il fallait verser des
« baghchichs » énormes de 1’ordre de trois livres or par téte.

Les survivants étaient pour la plupart des orphelins ou des veuves, malades,
abandonnés, épuisés ou pauvres. Ici également, régnaient la méme
infection, la méme odeur pestilentielle des cadavres et des excréments, qui
entouraient ces étres abandonnés soumis a une misere extréme. Les anciens
mouraient, victimes de la famine ou de maladies, tandis que les nouveaux
venaient prendre leurs places.
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La situation des enfants orphelins était la plus pitoyable et la plus déchirante, a
moiti¢é nus, les mains et les pieds couverts de crasse, le visage inondé de plaies noires.
IIs se trainaient dans le marché, les rues ou les places, tandis que la faim leur dévorait
les entrailles tel un ver. Pour survivre ils fouillaient avec les mains les ordures
accumulées, les excréments des bétes de somme; ils les picoraient tels des poules et,
apres en avoir extrait les grains d’orge, les mangeaient...

Rakka était sur la route de Der-Zor : lieu du parachévement du génocide

D'apres le livre de Raymond H. Kévorkian - Historien '"Le Génocide des
Arméniens"'.

Une scéne de vie du camp de déportation de Rakka
Deésert de Syrie
(Collection du Musée du génocide armeénien)
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