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Abstract

During the Safavid era the Armenian community emerged as one of the most
significant ethnic and religious groups in Iran, distinguished by its unique cultural
and social characteristics. The dress of Armenian women was not only influenced by
local culture and religious traditions but was also shaped by broader social and
political developments of the time. European travel writers provided valuable
information about the clothing and daily life of Armenian women, making their
accounts important sources for historical inquiry.



This study employs a descriptive analytical approach, relying on library research and the
examination of both primary and secondary sources. It aims to reconstruct, from a historical
perspective, the representation of Armenian women’s dress in the Safavid period through the
lens of European travelogues. The central research question is: How did European travel writers
describe the dress of Armenian women in Safavid Iran? The findings indicate that European
observers perceived Armenian women’s clothing not merely as everyday attire but as a
symbolic marker of their cultural and religious identity. Furthermore, their dress exhibited
notable distinctions from that of other Iranian women and reflected the impact of prevailing
social, economic, and political conditions in Safavid society.

Keywords:Dress and Costume, Armenian women, Safavid era, European travel writers

I-Introdaction

During the Safavid era(1501-1736), Iran, as one of the most prominent cultural,
political, and commercial centers within the broader Islamic world, occupied a
distinguished position in attracting and accommodating diverse peoples and
cultures. Among these groups, Armenians held a special place in Safavid society;
owing to their long-standing history, distinct cultural traditions, and particular
religious beliefs, they played a prominent role in Iran’s social and cultural fabric
and contributed to the civilizational richness of the realm. The dress of Armenian
women in this period was not merely an external feature or an aspect of everyday
life, but rather a profound reflection of their ethnic identity, social status, and
religious affiliations.

15
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Their garments and adornments, on the one hand, functioned as markers of cultural
belonging and social differentiation, and on the other, were shaped by the political and
economic conditions prevailing in Safavid Iran as well as by extensive interactions with
regional and extra-regional powers.

European travelers who visited Iran during this period serving as external and, to
some extent, independent witnesses carefully recorded their observations of the lives
and appearance of Armenian women. Their descriptions not only provide a
relatively clear picture of the variety and specific features of these women’s attire
but also furnish a basis for discerning the deeper layers of Safavid culture and
society.

The aim of this study is to achieve a deeper understanding of the position of
Armenian women within the social structure of Safavid Iran by analyzing and
reviewing accounts contained in European travelogues, and to extract the cultural
and social patterns reflected in their dress. Such an approach can contribute to an
improved understanding of intercultural interactions and the status of ethnic
groups and minorities in the social history of Iran. The present paper demonstrates
how Armenian women’s dress was presented as a symbol of this community’s
identity and traditions. The authors also aim, through examination of foreign
travelers’ travelogues, to provide a comprehensive portrait of the state of Armenian
women’s dress during this historical period (1501-1736).
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The research questions this study seeks to answer are as follows: 1- How did
European travel writers represent the dress of Armenian women during the
Safavid period? 2- What differences existed between the dress of Armenian
women and that of other Iranian peoples in this period?

The study’s findings indicate that Armenian women’s dress, in the view of
foreign travelers, transcended ordinary everyday garments and was regarded as a
symbol of the group’s cultural and religious identity. Furthermore, the analysis
shows that this dress exhibited significant differences compared with the
clothing of women from other Iranian groups and that it was formed under the
influence of social, political, and religious factors.

2.Research Metodology

This study is descriptive-analytical in nature and is organized on the basis of a
library-based methodology, relying on the examination of primary and secondary
sources. The principal data consist of a corpus of European travelogues from the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries CE that contain descriptions of the social
life and dress of Armenian women in Safavid Iran. These travelogues comprise
reports by travelers from various European countries who visited Iran during the
period under study and recorded their observations.



In the first stage, the travelogue texts were gathered and selected, and passages 18
relevant to the dress of Armenian women were extracted. The data were then
examined to identify recurring patterns, distinctions, and the particular
perspectives of the travelers. Subsequently, to increase the precision and validity

of the findings, these accounts were compared with historical sources and recent
scholarship in the fields of social history and the history of dress. The aim of this
approach is to achieve a more accurate representation of Armenian women’s
dress within the socio-cultural context of the Safavid era and to elucidate its role

in shaping cultural identity and interethnic interactions in Iran during that
period.

3-Discussion

Armenians have maintained close and continuous ties with Iran since antiquity.
From early times, a range of factors including efforts to secure better livelithoods
and commercial and mercantile activity facilitated the presence and settlement
of Armenians within the geographical domain of Iran. However, the
consolidation of Armenian communities into discernible social groups within
the fabric of Iranian society occurred notably under Shah Tahmasp 1 (1523-
1576) and Shah Abbas I of the Safavid dynasty (1588-1629). Shah Tahmasp’s
military campaigns in various parts of the Caucasus brought many captives
from Georgian, Circassian, and Armenian communities into Iran.



This process was further expanded during the reign of Shah Abbas I through
the implementation of diverse policies. As a consequence of these
developments, Armenians during the Safavid period became actively engaged
across multiple spheres of Iranian life, particularly in commercial and
mercantile activities throughout the country.

The dress of Armenian women was visibly shaped by local traditions and the
region’s living conditions. Loose white garments combined with trousers and
an overgarment resembling male attire signaled an emphasis on practical
veiling and the representation of ethnic identity. Footwear designed to be
sturdy and robust, yet easy to put on and remove, reflected the importance of
everyday functionality. To European observers, this mode of dress often
evoked the attire of Muslim women in Spain during the period of Granada.
Indeed, travelers’ accounts provide useful information on how clothing
adapted to climate and livelihood; nevertheless, these observers wrote from an
external vantage point that was frequently laden with generalizations and
culturally biased judgments. . It is therefore essential to triangulate such
reports with indigenous sources and visual materials to guard against
ethnocentric appraisals and directional generalizations.

Jewelry and ornamental items in Armenian women’s dress were not merely
decorative or aesthetic; they simultaneously functioned as markers of social
status, portable wealth, and symbols of familial ties and cultural heritage.

19



In practice, jewelry served both aesthetic and emblematic-economic roles:
these objects constituted a bridge between family identity and social
standing, and they allow researchers to reconstruct class relations, cultural
values, and modes of heritage transmission within Safavid Armenian society.
The representation of Armenian women’s dress in European travelogues of
the Safavid era goes beyond a straightforward account of clothing. Those
narratives were produced within the context of cultural interactions,
religious mentalities, and aesthetic judgments; accordingly, they transmit not
only images of Armenian women but also the Europeans’ perspectives on
the Eastern “other” A comparative reading of these travelogues reveals that
diplomats were particularly attentive to ethnic and religious distinctions,
since their missions involved an understanding of cultural relations for
political and religious objectives. In their descriptions of Armenian women,
diplomats tended to emphasize identity boundaries between Armenians and
Muslims in order to underscore the distinct position of this Christian
community at the Safavid court.

Travelers and adventurous tourists, such as Careri, approached the subject
from the standpoint of everyday life and social class. For them, class
differences and the ostentatious display of wealth through jewelry and
clothing were compelling because such markers were read as indicators of

20
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social structure and the splendor of Iran. By contrast, missionaries and travelers

influenced by confessional viewpoints such as some Portuguese or Spanish
reporters generally interpreted Armenian women’s dress as a symbol of Christian
identity within Iran. These observers stressed the difference between Armenian
and Muslim women and construed that difference not merely as cultural, but as
evidence of adherence to church traditions.

One salient point that emerges in these travelogues is the divergence of aesthetic
criteria across cultures. Although European travelers sometimes admired the
beauty of Armenian women, their judgments were often shaped by Eurocentric
assumptions. Thus, in the eyes of European travel writers, Armenian women’s
dress during the Safavid era functioned as a multi-layered mirror: on one level it
displayed lifestyle, customs, and ethnic identity; on another, it reflected the
evaluative frameworks and preconceptions of its European observers. The result
of this representational process is a body of contradictory narratives at times
laudatory and admiring, at others critical and even disparaging.

4. Conclusion

The findings also demonstrate that Armenian women’s dress was a composite
product of religion, tradition, economic conditions, and commercial interactions:
access to fine textiles and jewelry through the Jolfa trade networks, as well as
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the preservation and transmission of jewelry as family heirlooms, all shaped the
symbolic character of their garments. Moreover, dress operated as a tool for
preserving identity and for cultural resistance in the face of pressures arising from
coexistence with other groups and the Safavid state; by maintaining distinctive
dress patterns, Armenian women reconstituted and represented their religious and
ethnic identities.

Finally, it should be emphasized that a reexamination of travelogues can both
furnish valuable empirical information about clothing and reveal how foreign
observers, through dress, produced particular cultural images. Future research that
draws on visual sources, commercial records, and comparative field studies can
supply finer-grained detail on sewing techniques, patterns of fabric consumption,
and the role of Armenian women in cultural transmission, thereby deepening our
understanding of the connection between dress and the social structure of the
Safavid period. Accordingly, investigating these dimensions can improve our
comprehension of cultural and social relations in this era; more detailed study of
the clothing of various ethnic groups and minorities and its social effects can open
avenues for further research in Iran’s social and cultural history and will enable us
not only to reidentify Armenian women’s dress but also to discern how the
Western gaze of the seventeenth century shaped and presented the East and
particularly Safavid Iran to the wider world.
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A Christmas Carol

Babe Jesus lay in Mary’s lap,
The sun shone in his hair;
And this was how she saw, mayhap,
The crown already there.

For she sang: ‘Sleep on, my little king;
Bad Herod dares not come;
Before thee sleeping, holy thing,

The wild winds would be dumb.’

‘I kiss thy hands, I kiss thy feet,

My child, so long desired;

Thy hands will never be soiled, my sweet;
Thy feet will never be tired.’

‘For thou art the king of men, my son;
Thy crown I see it plain!

And men shall worship thee, every one,
And cry, Glory! Amen!’

Babe Jesus he opened his eyes wide-
At Mary looked her lord.
Mother Mary stinted her song and sighed;
Babe Jesus said never a word.
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EcTb CTpDaHBI

C.Hancon

EcTb cTpaHbl, rae JII0au OT BEKa He 3HAIOT
Hwu BBIOT, HU CHIITy4YHUX CHETOB;

TaMm TOJIBKO HETAaIOUMIMM CHETOM CBEPKAIOT
BepmmHbI rpaHUTHBIX XpeOTOB. ..
IIBeTHI TaM AyIIMCTEE, 3BE3AbI KPYITHEE,
CaeTrien 1 HapsiIHEN BECHA,

N sapye TaM nephs y ITHUILL, U TEILIEE
Tam gpIIIAT MOpPCKasi BOJIHA. ..

B Takou-TO CTpaHe apOMAaTHOIO HOYbIO,
IIpu menore j1aBpoB U po3
CBepIIMIOCh JKEJTAHHOE 9y40 BOOYbIO:
Popuncs Mnanenen Xpucroc.
boxbs enka
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Nella notte di Natale di Umberto Saba

lo scrivo nella mia dolce stanzetta,
d’una candela al tenue chiarore,
ed una forza indomita d’amore
muove la stanca mano che si affretta.
Come debole e dolce il suon dell’ore!
Forse il bene invocato oggi m’aspetta.
Una serenita quasi perfetta
calma 1 battiti ardenti del mio cuore.
Notte fredda e stellata di Natale,
sai tu dirmi la fonte onde zampilla
Improvvisa la mia speranza buona?
E forse il sogno di Gesli che brilla
nell’anima dolente ed immortale
del giovane che ama, che perdona’
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Love and friendship are the
ingredients to a very merry

Christmas. Hope you have the
most wonderful day!

o l .,i P

s J

N

w;LObeﬁwﬁéﬂmﬂ@@m@Q@ﬂ

UnLpp dUUnjwl jhjup phn
ehnwwghhéhNUhnm

L Unp wnwiphly pighhin £

hwnwnniejwdp, uhpny nt

hI‘ILjun.tl'\ . L

*
m@»@%@@ﬁﬁﬁ&@@@@é@@é

//

ANBDDA WA @
) ,W%




From Kimmel to Kendrick, pop culture moments that
defined 2025

Portrait of Brendan Morrow Brendan Morrow

USA TODAY

Dec. 22,2025Updated Dec. 23,2025, 8:55 p.m. ET

It's time to bid farewell to a year marked by late-night
controversies, movie theater chaos and celebrities literally
leaving planet Earth.

2025 was filled with the kind of pop culture stories that
travel far outside entertainment news circles, whether it
was an internet-breaking celebrity engagement or a jeans
ad that may well have come up during Thanksgiving
dinner.

It was also a year that brought even more instability to an
entertainment industry that can hardly stand any more of
it amid its ongoing recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic.

With a new year in sight, these were the pop culture
moments that, for better or worse, came to define 2025.
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/celebrities/2025/12/22/2025-biggest-pop-culture-moments/87381463007/

Kendrick Lamar delivers an electric Super Bowl
halftime show performance

If you've revisited Kendrick Lamar's Super Bowl
halftime show upward of 30 times on YouTube
throughout 2025, you're not alone.

Watch it here: Stream your favorite shows, the
biggest blockbusters and more.

Lamar's epic war with Drake made our roundup of
defining pop culture moments for 2024, and the
rapper is back on the list thanks to his electric
Super Bowl performance in February, which felt
like a fitting finale to last year's drama.

With surprise appearances by Samuel L. Jackson
and Serena Williams, the visually stunning set led
up to Lamar performing "Not Like Us" and
gleefully insinuating his mortal enemy 1is a
pedophile in front of more than 100 million
viewers, a level of petty most of us could only
dream of.
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